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                                                                                                      “Where there is        
                                                                                                      no bread, there is
                                                                                                         no Torah."

“We need a change towards freer markets. What ICSEP does is to fulfill that role as a catalyst for change. I think it is irreplaceable.”                                                     Benjamin Netanyahu, former Prime Minister and Minister of Finance 
“Your materials are riveting, to the point and analyze correctly what has taken place… Indeed, a free economy and true democracy march hand in hand, and they shall also lead to true peace… We shall continue to work together for the attainment of these goals.”         Shimon Peres, President of Israel 
“ICSEP is like a breath of fresh air… It deserves the support of all of us who are deeply committed to the survival of a strong and healthy Israel.                                                 The late Prof. Milton Friedman, Nobel Laureate in Economics 

“The economic growth spurred by open markets is the engine to counter Islamist extremism. ICSEP is the beacon for the free market in the Middle East.”                                                                                       Rear Admiral Mark Kenny, US Navy 

ICSEP is recognized by the IRS as a charitable organization pursuant to Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. Tax ID # 13-3129249
59 HADROR ST., P.O.B. 84124, MEVASSERET ZION 90805, ISRAEL                                                                                     
tel: +972 (2) 534-6463                    fax: +972 (2) 533-0122                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    website: www.icsep.org.il      email: dorondun@netvision.net.il
ICSEP’S MISSION

Israel has the potential to become one of the most successful countries in the world, providing prosperity to most of its citizens.  Yet it is still plagued by painful social, economic and political problems, rooted in its socialist-statist system.

 ICSEP’s mission is to help Israel realize its enormous potential, by freeing its economy from the shackles of this regressive system.

Many Israeli workers earn about $1200 a month, but prices and taxes in Israel are generally higher than in the U.S.  About 1 million Israeli workers receive supplemental government assistance, and hundreds of thousand of families cannot make ends meet.

Almost one-half of Israel’s $70 billion budget and about one-third of Israel’s GDP are devoted to welfare.  World Jewry donates as well.  Yet poverty remains widespread and the economy operates well below its potential.  The productivity of the talented Israeli worker is about half that of his American counterpart.  More welfare is not the answer.  Indeed, elements of the welfare system may be responsible for Israel’s sluggish growth, even be part of the problem.

In Israel, economic growth and liberalization are the keys to survival. Only growth will enable Israel to address its social problems, keep its young at home, and meet its defense needs.

ICSEP plays a critical role in providing the know-how needed to fashion, implement and support pro-market structural reforms, and overcome resistance to them.  

ICSEP has scored notable successes in generating reform despite a culture that remains dominated by dated ideas that resist and retard reforms, and strong political forces determined  to perpetuate a monopoly dominated system.

ICSEP is at the forefront of the struggle to re-educate Israelis and inspire them with market thinking prevalent in the West.  It is a leader in the effort to enable Israel to enter a future of growth and prosperity.

HELPING ICSEP HELPS ISRAEL MEET THE SOCIAL AND SECURITY CHALLENGES IT FACES AND SECURE A FUTURE OF PROSPERITY AND GROWTH.

 “ I feel honor bound to stress that your engagement in our efforts was based on purely professional considerations, and was done without any reward, without any fear and with total devotion. You are indeed a unique phenomenon that can serve as a model and a symbol of what acting in the public interest can be.”

  “ Together we have managed to introduce very significant changes in the Israeli economy.”

                                     Dr. Yossie Bachar, Director General, Ministry of Finance

WHY ECONOMIC REFORM IS CRUCIAL

Israel’s dysfunctional political and economic system is perpetuated by an iron triangle of oligopolististic businesses, militant labor unions and huge unaccountable government bureaucracies. It is supported by a strong leftist ethos and a belief in big government. 

While Israel has a number of successful, globally competitive enterprises operating on market principles, many of the locally oriented industries are monopolies or cartels that face little or no competition. These businesses lack the market induced discipline that comes from competition and from accountability to shareholders. Instead, they focus on trying to restrain competition by keeping government bureaucrats “satisfied” and buying labor peace by “feather bedding” and inflated salaries.

As a result, Israel has suffered from high inflated costs, high unemployment, low productivity and slow real wage growth.  In the past decade, Israel’s productivity growth has been a paltry 0.6% per annum.  Had this rate averaged the same 3%, annual average market oriented economies achieve, Israel’s cumulative GDP would have been $100 billion higher, the equivalent of over 50 years of US military aid to Israel!

A competitive business environment could reduce by about one third the cost of all consumer goods. Competition-generated lower prices that would considerably increase purchasing power would enable millions of Israelis, now dependent on government supplementary income, to make ends meet.  It would in turn, enable government to cut welfare related costs and taxes.  All these changes would greatly reduce the number of the Israeli poor.

Basic structural reforms will also enable market forces to free the tremendous productive potential of the Israeli worker and entrepreneur (evident in its high-tech industry), propelling Israel into the ranks of the world’s most prosperous countries.

Economic reform must therefore become a top national priority.

It is ICSEP’S crucial role to facilitate reforms, and to reduce resistance to them.

ICSEP also provides a compelling alternative to the prevailing ethos of a government-dominated welfare state. In the words of former Finance Minister Netanyahu “ICSEP is essentially alone in undertaking these tasks.”

ACTIVITIES

1. POLICY RELATED WORK

ICSEP has identified crucial areas in which reform is most urgently needed, such as land use, housing, small business regulation, de-monopolization, government structure and function, financial markets, the tax system, labor markets, education and health care. ICSEP studies these problems and holds seminars and conferences to discuss its findings. It then designs concrete plans for change.

ICSEP mobilizes decision makers, and public opinion shapers, in order to encourage coalitions in support of such reform.

Reform Plans
ICSEP has regularly undertaken original studies in order to prepare for Israeli policy-makers detailed reform plans. ICSEP laid the groundwork for the successful anti-inflationary policies in the mid-eighties, and for the “privatized” immigrant absorption policies that facilitated the successful integration of the great mass of immigrants from the former Soviet Union. A subsequent reform plan, "Essential Conditions for the Renewal of Growth", spelled out a number of concrete steps that could have huge effects if implemented. It was presented to the Israel Government under incoming Prime Minister Binyamin Netanyahu in September 1999 and to the Knesset.

A follow-up plan was prepared for Prime Minister Ehud Barak. It updated earlier plans, and provided a detailed analysis of the causes for growing budget deficits and how to cut them. A third plan suggested steps to enhance productivity by correcting grave distortions in the labor market.

Research Projects
ICSEP has been initiating regularly, research projects on major issues of the day. Some research has also been done in cooperation with other bodies, such as the International Center of Economic Growth (on Political Business Cycles, published in Public Choice, 1992), and the Koret Foundation (on Small Businesses in Israel).

Seminars and Conferences
ICSEP has been organizing seminars and conferences for the decision-making community on such topics as deregulation, privatization, tax and capital market reform, immigrant absorption, pension fund reform, healthcare reform, housing, small businesses, labor market reform and others. These seminars have been attended by thousands of people and written about in hundreds of press items. They have had a remarkable effect on public discourse on economics in Israel.

“Your proposed reforms are excellent. If you can get these adopted you will have achieved a miracle”                                                                                                             The late Prof. Milton Friedman, Nobel Laureate in Economics
2. EDUCATION

Courses for High School Students

In the early 1990’s, ICSEP held workshops and courses with grants from George Soros’ Foundation “The Open Society” for over 9000 young immigrants from the former Soviet Union.  ICSEP helped them integrate into a western-style economy.

In the mid nineties, at the request of the Ministry of Education – ICSEP held enrichment courses for high school economics teachers to bring them up to date on new developments in the field. 

Since 1998, ICSEP has been holding classes in economics in several Israeli high schools in which over 2000 students have participated to date. In order to make the lessons attractive ICSEP produced a series of short films that are episodes from the students’ lives that illustrate economic issues. As a result of the great enthusiasm shown by students for these classes, additional school principals have asked to have the courses open in their schools. We have many schools waiting and need additional resources to meet the demand. 

The courses teach the students basic economic concepts and theories as they impact on their daily lives and on their career prospects. The courses are made relevant by the use of examples from the students’ own experiences and from what is happening in the Israeli economy. The students also acquire skills in public speaking and self-expression.

The courses integrate varied materials from the world of business, financial markets, communications, and developments in the Israeli and world economies. The students also participate in at least one field trip to Israeli enterprises.

University Seminars                                                                                                                       

Since 2000, ICSEP seminars “The Free Market and its Critics” – based on Milton and Rose Friedman’s “Free to Choose” book and films – offer university students a primer in the theory and practice of market economics.  The seminars are offered at the Hebrew University, Tel Aviv University and Ben Gurion University. The students are drawn from all faculties, and are mostly third-year and up and on the Dean’s List. There are also doctoral candidates among them. 

The only Israeli students who receive instruction in market economics are those who take economics as a major or minor field of specialization.  But they study mostly economic techniques, not philosophy. Other university students, especially in law, the social sciences and in the humanities are mostly ignorant of economics and of market realities, an ignorance that impairs their career decisions. Since they also lack the tools to analyze government policies, or to ask what their costs effectiveness is – they cannot act as enlightened citizens or decision makers. 

The students in the seminars read “Free to Choose” by Rose and Milton Friedman, and other materials, such as works by Hayek, Irving Kristol, Thomas Sowell and others.  They are required to prepare weekly essays based on these readings. The films based on “Free to Choose” are shown to the students to launch class discussions. At the end of the course, groups of students prepare presentations on various economic issues of their choosing.

The seminars are based on a continuous dialogue between lecturers and students. We encourage discussion in the context of the daily preoccupation of the students as prospective wage earners and citizens. The students also have discussions with business leaders and public figures, such as former Finance Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, Lord Kalms, President emeritus of Dixon’s and Sam Zell of Zell Enterprises, as well as various Israeli entrepreneurs.
Close to two thousand students have graduated from our university seminars and hundreds more are on waiting lists. These graduates have changed the atmosphere on the university campuses from outright hostility to market thinking to a great curiosity about, and increasing acceptance of classic liberal thought. 

Our alumni participate in promoting free markets ideas in the public arena outside campus. Some have founded a not for profit organization “Citizens for True Social Justice” and have undertaken many activities on behalf of economic reforms. (See letters from former Finance Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and from Dr. Yossie Bachar, Director General of the Finance Ministry as well as letters from visitors and students commenting on these seminars and activities).

We are now designing an extension course that will deepen the students’ understanding of market economics and provide them with skills for their public promotion. We are also forming an alumni association that will focus on the formulation of a reform plan for the housing industry that will be presented to the Knesset for action. Since housing is the biggest ticket item for young Israelis (who have to spend nine years of salaries to buy a modest apartment), this work may be the beginning of a true pro-reform grass roots movement that could have an immense impact. 

3. INTERNET AND PUBLICATIONS

KIVUNIM WEBSITE

In 2003 ICSEP established a website of ideas – “Kivunim”, which features translations from Commentary, the Wall Street Journal, The Weekly Standard, The City Journal, The Hoover Review, The National Review, etc., to expose Israeli readers to a wider range of thinkers and ideas than is available in the mostly one-sided Israeli media. 

 Among its contributors are Francis Fukuyama, Samuel Huntington, Alan Dershowitz, Jean-Francois Revel, Fouad Ajami, George Will, Charles Krauthammer, Paul Johnson, David Pryce-Jones, Martin Wolf, Hernando de Soto, Michael Novak, Irving Kristol, Robert Bork, Frederick Forsyth, Judge Abraham Sofaer, Mortimer Zuckerman,  Roger Kimball, Sadik Al-Azm (a Syrian intellectual), Tarek Heggy (a leading Egyptian intellectual) and others.  

Kivunim also publishes original works by Israeli writers. Its audience includes leading public and intellectual figures. In a short period it has gained over 10,000 steady visits a month. 

PERIODICALS                                                                                                           

During the earlier stages of our work, we published a Hebrew-language periodical, Lihiyot Hofshi ("To Be Free"), featuring economic comments, analysis and information on the Israeli economy. 

ICSEP has also published many policy papers in Hebrew, covering topics such as Britain's pioneering privatization experience, deregulation, how privatization can benefit the environment, and proceedings from its various conferences. We have over 20 titles in constant circulation.

BOOKS

ICSEP has translated into Hebrew seminal works such as Milton and Rose Friedman's Free to Choose and James D. Gwartney and Richard L. Stroup's What Everyone Should Know about Economics and Prosperity. 

We are now writing a book about the recent historic reform in the financial market initiated by Finance Minister Benjamin Netanyahu in cooperation with ICSEP and other public bodies. This reform represents the first time that a reform was launched in Israel through the cooperation of a government minister and various voluntary bodies. As such, it is a lesson worth learning by Israelis who doubt that change can be affected under the present political circumstances. 

We have received an offer to have a TV series made, based on this book for Israel’s Academic Channel, and we are working on it.

4. PUBLIC OUTREACH

DISTINGUISHED GUESTS

ICSEP periodically brings leading foreign experts to Israel to share their knowledge and experiences. ICSEP's distinguished guests have included Nobel Laureate Prof. Milton Friedman, Prof. Irving Kristol, Ambassador Stuart Eizenstat, US Supreme Court Justice Antonin Scalia, Judge Richard Posner, International Editor of The Wall Street Journal George Melloan, former UK Commissioner for the Common Market, Sir Leon Brittan and prominent businessmen such as Samuel Zell and Lord Stanley Kalms.

INTERNATIONAL CONTACTS

ICSEP is regularly consulted about the Israeli economy by foreign study missions, such as the US-Israel Joint Economic Development Group and US Congressional and White House study missions, by foreign journalists and television networks, and by economic think-tanks from Europe and the USA.

FACILITATOR

ICSEP has also acted as a clearinghouse for economic expertise, knowledge and resources for various bodies, and as a facilitator for many groups and organizations such as the Israel Chambers of Commerce, universities, the Israel Supreme Court's Institute for Judicial Studies, the Israel Management Institute, and others. Various parties, as well as the local and international media, regularly consult with it. We recently hosted the noted French businessman and economist Jacques Raiman who worked with a team of Israeli economic consultants to prepare a wide-ranging analysis of needed reforms for the Israeli economy. Our US Vice President Bernard Groveman has initiated a drive for the privatization of the Post Office Bank, a move that could revolutionize Israel’s financial markets.

5. PUBLIC AND MEDIA RELATIONS
ICSEP has enjoyed extensive media coverage of its activities. With ICSEP's sponsorship and involvement, Israeli television has twice broadcast Milton Friedman's 10-part series Free to Choose with Hebrew subtitles, a special 1-hour program on the difficulties of free markets in Israel, and a 45-minute film on immigrant entrepreneurship. 
ICSEP's director, Daniel Doron has been a member of the Government Central Planning Board (where he preached against central planning) and on Prime Minister Netanyahu’s Economic Advisory Group. He has appeared several times on CNN and other channels, and has been quoted on the Israeli economy by BusinessWeek, The New York Times, and other international publications. He has also appeared on Israeli television, has been interviewed often on the radio and published extensively in the Hebrew press.                                                                               ICSEP's board members regularly publish articles and appear in public forums and on radio and television. They participate in many public commissions, such as on tax reform, housing, and monopolies. This way the ideas ICSEP promotes get wide exposure.

AUDIENCES
1. The policy-making community: 
Legislators, senior government officials, jurists, the media, academicians, and leading figures in industry, labor and commerce:                                                                                                  ICSEP seeks to supply them all with the information necessary to pursue growth-oriented reforms.                                                                                                                                 2. High school and university students:                                                                             ICSEP helps high school and university students master basic economic concepts that will enable them to make knowledgeable career decisions and become informed, productive members of society.                                                                                              3. New immigrants:                                                                                                                ICSEP has enabled new immigrants to integrate into a modern economy by providing them with a basic economic orientation through its courses and learning materials.                                                                                                                       

                                                      IMPACT        

 There is overwhelming agreement that ICSEP has transformed the terms of economic policy debate in Israel. When ICSEP began its work, market economics were either unknown, ignored or derided. Today, as a result of ICSEP's continuing efforts and the growing international momentum toward market economies, public opinion has dramatically changed. The question Israeli policy-makers now wrestle with is not whether Israel should reduce government interference in the economy, but exactly how, where and at what speed, and mostly how to overcome resistance to change. Each of ICSEP's conferences and seminars has attracted extensive media coverage and participants from the highest echelons of Israeli government, legal, media, business, industrial and academic circles, among them then President Chaim Herzog, Supreme Court Justices, government ministers, members of Knesset, and other leaders in their respective fields. ICSEP’s work has served as a major catalyst for budding reforms in various sectors of the Israeli economy, including:

· Banking sector reform

· The major drive of privatization

· Financial market de-monopolization and deregulation 

· The successful fight against inflation 

· Tax reform 

· The release of large tracts of government-owned land for housing construction 

· The deregulation of the building industry and break-up of building materials monopolies 

· The simplification and shortening of construction and planning procedures 

· A movement towards privatization of municipal services 

· A substantial reduction of government interference in the agricultural sector.

· The privatization of the immigrants’ absorption process.                                              Intensely engaged in public debate -- participating in forums, supplying a steady stream of information, sending hundreds of pieces of mail on a variety of issues to public figures, associating with like-minded economics professors in the public eye -- ICSEP has gained a prominent reputation as an advocate of free markets.

A SELECTION OF COMMENTS ON ICSEP’s WORK
 “I have known Daniel Doron for some twenty years and I have worked closely with him on a number of occasions. He is a firm believer in a free market system – unfortunately all too rare among Israeli intellectuals. His organization, the Israel Center for Social and Economic Progress, has been one of the few organizations, if not the only one, consistently on the right side…ICSEP and its Director Daniel Doron have consistently been perhaps the most effective proponent of a strictly free-market approach in Israel…”                           Milton Friedman, Nobel Laureate in Economics 
“ICSEP’s director, Daniel Doron, is a fearless fighter for a new independent and strong Israeli economy”                                                                                                                               Nathan Sharansky
 “Daniel [Doron] has always been a staunch advocate of free market reform. In the United States, such advocacy may not seem extraordinary, but in an Israeli society long dominated by socialist economic thinking, decades of unabashed support for free market reform makes Daniel a very rare breed.                                                                            For many years, he and the Israel Center for Social and Economic Progress have prepared the intellectual groundwork for reforming the nation’s economy…                 Daniel Doron is helping me fight the historic battle that is now taking place over the future of Israel’s economy.”                                                                                          Benjamin Netanyahu, former Prime Minister and Minister of Finance 
“Slowly things are moving in the right direction and you rightly claim a substantial amount of credit for ICSEP.                                                                                                       [I] salute the extraordinary work, which you and your institute have undertaken over the past decade…                                                                                                                             The U.S. government salutes your achievements, your institute’s achievements…”         The Honorable Stuart E. Eizenstat, then Under Secretary of the US Treasury 
“[ICSEP] is the main fighter in Israel for free enterprise. Its very lucid statements are day by day making us a freer society.”
Danny Gillerman, Israeli Ambassador to the United Nations 

 “Your excellent program had a good cross-section of people…I obtained a well rounded perspective that served me well for the remainder of my visit…”                                                  Senator Phil Gramm, Texas                                                              
“ICSEP has become a major forum for the examination of Israel's economic problems. Its particular importance lies in its ability to stimulate many of Israel's economic decision-makers, from all sectors of the economy, to rethink the basic premises that govern the conduct of economic affairs.”
Uriel Lynn, Chairman, the Israel Chambers of Commerce Association, and former MK.

“All of us here at The Heritage Foundation applaud you for your extraordinary work in advancing the ideas of the free society, which we share.”                                                              Edwin J. Feulner, Jr., President, The Heritage Foundation                                                                                                                                                                                            
 “ICSEP has introduced innovative ideas into public life has started people thinking about economic realities and is generally doing an excellent job.”                                                                       Amnon Rubinstein, former Minister of Education
“Your formulations of the problems are the best I have seen. Every word is worth its weight in gold.”                                                                                                                                   MK Meir Sheetrit, Minister of Transportation 
“It is important that ICSEP’s voice continue to ring out. Please keep up your efforts on behalf of the Jewish people.”                                                                                                       Kenneth Bialkin Esq., Chairman of the Board, American-Israel Friendship League 
“The audience at your Law and Economics conference was perhaps the most influential and outstanding group of jurists ever assembled in Israel.
Your conferences contributed substantially to the advancement of free market ideas in Israel.”
Prof. Uriel Reichman, President, Herzliya Interdisciplinary Center 

 “Your sharp focus and the in-depth and clear analysis of the topics you treat are revealing new sides to issues that are often presented to us in a one-sided way…I learn a lot from your publications and they serve me daily in my Knesset work.”                                                         M.K. Nissim Dahan, former Minister of Health 
“I fully agree with the thrust of your argument of the close positive link between economic development, civil society and peace.”                                                                                 Saad Eddin Ibrahim, Chairman, Ibn Khaldoun Center for Development, Cairo 
"You have had astonishing success with ICSEP. In the short time of its activity ... you have had more influence in your country than we had in Britain in our first 10 years."
The late Arthur Seldon, Co-founder, Institute of Economic Affairs, London
 “I could not agree with you more on the importance of the economic foundations of the peace process… Thank you again for all of the assistance you have provided…”                     Edward S. Walker, Jr., former US Ambassador to Israel 
“Your insights into the many political and bureaucratic problems that face Israel are both provocative and enlightening.”                                                                                                           Stephen Goldsmith, former Mayor of Indianapolis. 
 “I am convinced that such a wealth of professional experiences as I had on your study mission shall not come my way for a long time, if ever…”                                                                 Gadi Sukenik, senior Anchor-man, TV channel 2
 “ICSEP’s approach… is of great interest to a Knesset member like myself who has to face daily concrete policy issues…”                                                                                                    Yehoshua Matza, former Minister of Health, and Chairman of Israel Bonds USA
“I hope decision-makers and policy formulators shall be assisted by your good work when they formulate public policy.”                                                                                                             Prof. Ya'acov Ne'eman, former Minister of Finance
“Thank you for including me in the dinner with Israeli Supreme Court Justices… I learned a lot… Your Center is surely doing good work”.                                                                       Prof. James Buchanan, Nobel Laureate in Economics 
“I am very grateful for your flawless hostmanship in arranging… our meetings… my perceptions concerning that part of the world will never be the same.”                               Justice Antonin Scalia, US Supreme Court 
“Your conference was an occasion for seminal thinking and the exchange of ideas on the highest level. The view of all the justices with whom I spoke was that [your conference] was most successful, both in its contents and in its organization.”                                                  Dr. S. Levin, Justice of the Israel Supreme Court 
“There is no doubt that your action plan deserves deep analysis and that it raises important points.”                                                                                                                   Benjamin Ben-Eliezer, Minister of Infrastructure 
“Thanks for the frankness and generosity you have shown me in all our contacts. Your spirit of cooperation has brought resolution to certain bilateral problems.”                               Tain P. Tompkins, Economic Counselor, Embassy of the United States of America
 “Thank you for your letter and the really terrific articles enclosed with it… I hope your articles are getting a large audience in Israel. They certainly ought to.”                                    Richard A. Posner, Chief Judge, United States Court of Appeals 
 “I benefited greatly from hearing many of the first rate speakers and the chance to meet many of the outstanding people you brought together for this conference.”                              Dr. Ron Kronish, American Jewish Committee 
STAFF AND ADMINISTRATION

ICSEP has a small core administrative staff and hires outside experts to work on each of    its projects, thereby cutting costs and achieving operational flexibility and quality.

Daniel Doron, Founder and Director                                                                                                             ICSEP's founder and director is Daniel Doron, whose great-grandfather, Zorach Barnett, one of the first founding fathers, came to Palestine from England in 1870. 
After serving in Air Force Intelligence during Israel's War of Independence in 1948, and studying Sociology and Economics at the Hebrew University, Doron pursued a career in government (under the late Teddy Kollek, then director-general of the Prime Minister's Office) journalism, and literature (translating James Joyce into Hebrew). In 1957 Doron was delegated by Kollek to serve as Special Consultant to the US Embassy in Tel Aviv on a US – Israel social and cultural fund.

In the 1960 he became a Fellow of the University of Chicago's Committee on Social Thought. In 1964 he became a Visiting Scholar at Columbia University, working with Lionel Trilling and Jacques Barzun on the intellectual history of the West. 

Since 1973, Doron has been involved in political and economic reform in Israel. He helped found the Shinui (Change) Party. In 1975 Doron initiated the American Jewish Committee’s first Israeli-Diaspora Task Force. 

Doron represented the internationally-renowned artist Shalom of Safed, arranging his 15 museum exhibitions. His film on Shalom won several awards and represented the US in international festivals. It was described as “an art film classic”.

Since 1983, Doron has devoted all his time to economic reform through ICSEP.

Doron served on an economic advisory group for Prime Minister Binyamin Netanyahu and on the Israel Government Council for National and Economic Planning. He was a member of the Board of the Entrepreneurial Center of Tel Aviv University, and was among the founders of The Herzliya Conference, serving on its Steering Committee and initiating its economic segment. Doron is a member of the international pro market Mont-Pelerin Society founded by Milton Friedman and Friedrich Von Hayek. 

Doron has published articles in The Wall Street Journal, the Financial Times, The New Republic, The Weekly Standard and The National Review and other US publications. He publishes regularly in the Hebrew press and he is a columnist for The Jerusalem Post.

In 2007 Doron won the first Distinguished Economic Writers Prize given by “The Public’s Right to Know”.

Prof. David Levhari, Director of Research, Emeritus                                                               ICSEP's Director of Research (Emeritus) is Hebrew University Professor of Economics David Levhari, former President of the Falk Economic Research Institute and an economist of international renown.
Eran Bartal, Deputy Director                                                                                                                An economic editor of Makor Rishon, an Israeli weekly newspaper, and a business organizational consultant,  Mr. Bartal has managed ICSEP’s educational programs since the year 2000. 

Ben-Zion Levy, Editor of Kivunim (www.kivunim.org.il)                                                    Mr. Levy was a founding director of Israel Educational Television’s cable channel. He has been involved with ICSEP since 1986 as producer of our instructional television series on the tenets of the Market-Economy. He has been our media advisor, and for the last three years has been editing and managing our website magazine, Kivunim, a website of ideas. Levy has been involved also in Israel-Diaspora relation, as director of the south-west US Aliya Center. 

Yossi Tamar, Policy Programming Consultant                                                                          Mr. Tamar graduated in Law and in Economics from the Hebrew University.  He manages the Constitution Project at the Shalem Center. Previously, he was an analyst for JP Morgan, and Logistic Manager at the Economics and Entrepreneurship Center in Jerusalem.
Oren Frieder, Director of University Programming and Internal Auditor                             Mr. Frieder graduated from the Hebrew University and is currently an MBA candidate at the Recanati School for Business Administration at Tel Aviv University.
Vadim Zeitlin (Adam Zeit), Director of ICSEP’s  “Talkback Team”                                  Mr. Zeit, a former journalist in several Israeli computer magazines, currently studies Accounting & Economics in Ben Gurion University of the Negev. He currently writes a column in the economic section of NRG, Maariv’s website. He also helps to develop, promote and teach "Economics for Kids", a financial education program for high-school students. 

Shay Yitzhak Lior, Esq., Director of the High School Project and Legal Advisor                                                                                                                Mr. Lior graduated from an integrated program of Law and Accounting at the Hebrew University, Jerusalem.  He received an award of excellence from the Department of Accounting. He is currently studying for a second degree in Law. He completed his law internship at "Hertzog, Fox, Neeman", the biggest law office in Israel.     

Dr. Dan Giladi, Consulting Economic Historian                                                                           Dr Giladi was the Inspector General of Social Science Studies for the Ministry of Education. He is a respected authority on the economic history of Israel, and author of many papers and several books on the subject.

Nili Fish, Office Administrator                                                                                               Ms. Fish graduated from the Hebrew University in Sociology and International Relations. Since joining ICSEP in 2005 as Administrative Director and personal assistance to Daniel Doron, she has assisted in various projects such as the university courses, the alumni project and the financial reform projects. 

Gaby Kaminsky, Co-Director of ICSEP’s University Extension Courses                       Since 2005, Mr. Kaminsky has lectured and carried out new programming for the center.                                                                                                                                              He has served as the spokesman and manager at NOVA. He has also volunteered at several other NGO's, helping Latin-American new immigrants to Israel, aiding ex-orthodox religious youth and founding the Dor Shalom youth movement.                                                                                                                        He has published several articles in Haaretz, one of Israel's most distinguished newspapers. 

Barak Goldstein, Co-Director of ICSEP’s University Extension Courses                    Since 2005, Mr. Goldstein has lectured and carried out new programming for ICSEP. He was the students’ organizations’ representative in the effort to reform capital market and is the co-founder and joint managing director of NOVA – an NGO providing business and strategic consultation services for other NGO's. He also founded a volunteer's platform for youth at risk, and founded the DGM society for the development and promotion of economic programs for the Negev. He has published in Globes, Israel's economic newspaper. 
Tal Badt ,ICSEP Research Assistant                                                                                           Ms. Badt graduated from Tel Aviv University in Law and Political Science. She is currently doing research on small businesses. Ms. Badt was a member of the Clinical Program Encouraging Small Enterprise Entrepreneurs & Economic Justice, focusing on the female religious sector, sponsored by The Buchmann Faculty of Law, Tel Aviv University. She also volunteered to get legal aid to debt owners in the Baillif's Office and district court.
Iri Rikin, Media Relations                                                                                                                   Iri Rikin is a popular literary critic who is also seen frequently on TV where he has his own program on literature.

Ziva Rabani, Esq., ICSEP Legal Advisor                                                                                 Ms. Rabani runs a private legal practice in Jerusalem.
David Levin, ICSEP Research Assistant                                                                                          Mr. Levin graduated from Ben Gurion University in Mathematics, Computer Science and Bio-informatics. He is currently doing research on the recent reform in the financial market for ICSEP’s book project.
Aviram Pulvermacher, Accountant                                                                                                       Mr. Pulvermacher runs a private accounting firm in Tel Aviv.
Adam Khan – Web master                                                                                                         
ISRAELI ADVISORY BOARD

Public Board:

David Alexander 

Eli Ayalon 

David Boas 

Isaac Dvash 

Yossi Hollander 

ICSEP, was founded in 1983 as an independent pro-market public policy think-tank, has an Israeli Board of Advisors comprised of over forty of the country's most distinguished business people, economists, jurists and social scientists. ICSEP is completely non-partisan, its board members represent all of  Israel's universities and a broad spectrum of opinions. All Board members concur that Israel's economy needs basic structural reform. 
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MINISTER OF FINANCE

August 4, 2005 

Daniel Doron

Director

Israel Center for Social and Economic Progress

Dear Daniel,

      This week’s passage of an historic capital market reform bill and additional tax reform has set the stage for catapulting Israel’s economy into the 21st century. I want to take this opportunity to thank you and ICSEP for your truly invaluable assistance in helping bring about this important reform.

      By shrinking the size of the public sector, cutting taxes, accelerating privatization, de-monopolizing industry, reforming the government pension system and transforming Israel’s capital market, our policies have already begun unleashing Israel’s enormous economic potential. An economy that only two years ago was on the verge of financial collapse, with negative growth and double-digit unemployment and interest rates has turned around. Our economy is now growing by over 4% annually, the unemployment rate has fallen dramatically, interest rates have been halved and the stock market has more than doubled. 

    ICSEP’s tireless work to formulate concrete and practical reform plans, and its efforts to mobilize public support for these reforms have played a major role in making this turnaround possible. The role you played is even more remarkable in view of the fact that most of the time you alone were actively supporting reform in the face of great opposition. 

    In particular, I want to commend you on your success at educating a new generation of Israeli students about the critical importance of free markets in building a strong and just society. I was pleased to discover during my lectures to hundreds of your students across the country that these future leaders of Israel have been considerably influenced by your efforts.

    While much work remains to be done, I think it is important every once in a while to consider how far we have already come. Thanks in no small part to your work and support, we can look back at these last two years with a great deal of pride, and forward to a future where only the sky is the limit. 

With deep appreciation,

Benjamin Netanyahu

MINISTRY OF FINANCE

DIRECTOR GENERAL

August 10, 2005

Mr. Daniel Doron

Director of the Israel Center for Social and Economic Progress

Mevaseret Zion

My dear friend Daniel,

   Now that we have concluded our project and the financial market reform was ratified by the Knesset, I find it appropriate to thank you for the support and encouragement that you and your colleagues gave us throughout the process.

   Your faith in the justice of our cause, that led to the total engagement of The Israel Center for Social and Economic Progress (in the struggle for the reform) was, no doubt, an important ingredient in our success. 

   I feel honor bound to stress that your engagement in our efforts was based on purely professional considerations, and was done without any reward, without any fear and with total devotion. You are indeed a unique phenomenon that can serve as a model and a symbol of what acting in the public interest can be.

   Together we have managed to introduce very significant changes in the Israeli economy.

    Our heartfelt thanks,

                                                                              Respectfully,

                                                 Dr. Yossie Bachar

                                                                                                             January 15, 2007

Daniel Doron

Director, The Israel Center for Social and Economic Progress

Israel

Dear Daniel,

Your plan to open a Center in Israel named for Milton and myself to promote “ Parental Choice in Education” in Israel, enjoys my wholehearted support. Its establishment would certainly fulfill a goal that Milton and I held of utmost importance, and would please me greatly, and I think would have pleased Milton as well.

As you know, Milton and I have established the Rose and Milton Friedman Foundation” to promote the ideas of choice in education in the United States. 

In 2001, Milton wrote to one of Israel’s major supporter, “ (A) major problem in Israel as in the United States is the state of elementary and secondary schooling.  The impact of education on the development of human capital is critical to economic success, especially in Israel which has few other resources. In Israel, as in the United States, the problem apparently reflects government monopoly.  Empowering parents through vouchers could introduce the force of competition into what is now an almost completely government monopolized industry.”

In the ensuing years, we have followed with great interest your work in Israel, and the important advances you have made, especially in the reform of financial markets which you achieved together with former Finance Minister Benjamin Netanyahu.  If Israel is to continue on the path of liberalization and open markets, it must provide choice in education above all. 

 Jews have always held education as a supreme value, and your proposed project is critical in order to continue this tradition and ensure the future vitality of Israel and its people.  Your proposed project is an important one.  I hope and trust that those who care deeply for Israel and its future will do all they can to help.

                                                                                                               Sincerely,

                                                                                                             Rose Friedman
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